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STUDIO KAIJU'S JAPANESE MONSTER WRESTLING

BATTLES ARE SO OBSCURE THEY'RE COOQL. LES

COMBATS DE MONSTRES JAPOMNAIS DE STUDIO

KAIJU SONT CRYPTIQOUES ? CT'EST JUSTEMENT CE

Ul LES REND Sl COOL.
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EVERYONE 1N BEDSTOMS MASE ART GYM = COODLER
than you. As spon as vou walk in vou feel [ the legendary
o of thad anistic effle known 28 the andergroumd. I'm
here to find ot about some college students who took a
quirky ar-school experment - all mixzed up with a wednd
ke for Japanese aninse and WWE-style wiesiling schlock
= and started Studio Kaiju Thene anre 500 people Bned ap
i the freczing cold. | think I'vwe chanced wspon the Rext
next Ehdng.

Studio Eaijo = a media and performance groap that
stages Bi Batiels, Hve wresiling matches between people
dressed up as Japanimation-style monsters. [Kafjn means
“mysierious beast™ in Japanese ) 118 the brainchild of art
1eacher Randy Bonden, who staged the firss Banel in 1954
& Bosion's Bevolving Museam, ground zemo for the New
England abernative an scene. Eight years Later, it has
reached a delécaie and pivotal poini: (i is so cool that i1
about 1o become popolar, a muthless aniste cycle that
diestnoys cachet &8 fast a8 i creates It

“A bot of peaple have med 1O uncover the creative boe-
miuda thar makes Kakju, but | have yet o see amyone hit ic
on e head.” s3ys David Borden, Bandy's boather and
Kakju's designated talking head. He ts young (29], attrac-
tive (i a grungy, smusg sort of way] and [n Charge [alsa
in & smayg son of way]. Al his wond, the doors open and
the crossd nonchalantly strolls n. There is no definitive
locks or age, jast & certaln, ... aibtude. §i's a capactty coowal of
1300 - writh umdreds turned rway at the door - aitrcted
by weord of mouth and the intervet. As ibey casually jock-
ey for the best spots arcund the wiesiking ring, it's clear
that despite the nominal bee of 10 boadks, this kind of coal
Is nok something you can by

A band climbs into 1he rng wearing vintage ooe-plece
wrestling subts, and the loud rock builds 10 a mousing
firale, an energetic rendition of “Saunday Night's Alright ”
Amtieipaisan bullds as Kalju flunkdes start Blling the ring
with a miniature siompable replica of a lapanese city
reminkscent af Gocleilla.

Dedicated Kaijuo fans know the clever hackstories bedind
the Baarefs. For instance, the federstion s lorded over iy a
Vince McMahon-style character, D Cobe, who despises
Japanese businessman Soper Akuma because be spole
Cube's champéanship belt and amempied (o sell B on efay

=You v got 1o ghve them points for originality,” says the
gy in the coveted bleacher seats beslde me, a thiny-
something stockbroker in 4 Pixles T-shirt halding a

ALl BARSS ART YR DE BOSTOM, &Y A TOUOURS OQUELCUMUMN
de phe Bol gue vour EL B3 fomelr Carncniiatiyae de osfle
Slite gquion appelle Mundenground o5t I pour vous le prow-
ver Fy suls pour engoiter wr Studio Raiju, un groups déu-
dians an art g s sont [hmis & une expérence #trange: il
ol miarsd beur passion iondies pour k25 dessing animies Fpo-
rais et le kitsch de la WAVE (World Wiesting Ertertainment
A peu pris 500 peronres ol queoe par un froid de canand
e perse i o suls tombée sr e prochain ghos. ruc

Saudio Kafu es1 ls troups de performssns qui présente les
Big Battels, des combaty de hutte en dirsct qul metient s
prtsiss dhiss morsires inspinds des: apanimations. Dolls signifie
i b mysblsimee s &0 PEORaR) Cest une o8 originake
e Randy Berden, un profetseur dart gul a présentd be pre-
mier Baftel en 1594 a0 Revohving Museum de Bosion, point
de corvergence du miles aritistique alematif de [ Nouwlie-
Angleterre. Huit ars phus tard, Studio Kalju en st b un point
tournand de son extstence; 1l est deveny tellerment cool quiil
sora blentta populaire. Empitoyable llustration du cycle qui,
en art, diiruit Forginalid & mesure gu'on la onbe

1 Plurieurs onf tenté de décounrr ks necetie de Kaljl maks
persorme 'y encom visd jisbe s, afirme David Borden, fnéee
do Randy of porte-parcie officiel de iCaije I et jeune (20 ansh,
stdutsant et el be grand reponiable de afake

& son claguement do doighs, les pories voument et la
foide enbie nonchalamment ; pas saiment de style nl d'lge
particullers, sevlément une certaing_ stthede. La alle pat
pleing: 1 200 speciabeurs; ot des coentaives dautres ont 666
mefusds & [a porte - effet du booche & orelle et diniernet
Perclant gue chacun manoewe pour obbeni la meleurs place
autour de Farbne, on dent bien gue. malgnd ke prix dentrbe
d 10 % lo obbé beanché die Nisbnement e Yachie pod

Liry o Peisiire Shnstale dars Moo LS musicsns, oul poreng
dancions costumies de lutte, y vonl d'une interpoitation éner-
giaue te Sofurday Might's Alight Usscitation grand® quand des
iechnichens installent dand Fanéne une reproductian minlelre
dfurse ville aponaite Sodusnl Gadriia

Lo amabeurs de Kafjy sort sl fall desd polind ertourant les
Esttel. Par exemple, |3 « Mdbation s esi dominde par un
fmude de Vince Mohdahon, B Cube, kequel méprse Mhommae
Faflalres aponals Super Alkuma parce guee oiful-cl bl & volé
s ceiiune e championnat et Fa mise § Percan sur ebay

1 0in ne pet pas diew QUi ne sont pas orlginen s, oom-
menbe un chancoux gol Sesl ddnichdé une place dans leg
prading Ul pris de Faction, un cowrtler dars la trertaine
ool porte un tahirt des Plades o2 braref® ure afiche ool dame



*Dr. Cube b8 Evill X Thiree® slgn. Prety 2year-old colbege
studend Allison Mitchell says, °1 love this. | brought my
daghter; she has a (otal lapanimation fessh © Elewen-year-
old Sydney wears a Pokéman T-shint and refuses to talk 1o
mis. She aomally says “No commem”® when | ask her
what she lkes aboud Kaiju. 1s she protecting Studio Kalju
from belng sold out to the masses? This pre-ododescem

The lights dim, American Beetle steps into the ring
and the crowd goes nots, American Beetle is a mutated
politicianhug/bexer, described on the Kaiju Webaiie
[wwrw leadjo.com) a8 Randing “American-style courage and
panching skill... unformunately also unpleasant dispost-
fion. = Wearing stars-and-stripes shorts over a rod-and-bise
besdysuii, he wrestles a sea-urchin type creature that stams
crushing the tim aity. The wrestlers mose canefully, throw-
ing each eaber into (be ropes and landing on one ancaber,

Much of their clumainess s camsed by the cosfumes,
Kurg-Fu Chicken Noodle steps ap for the next match, ren-
dired almost bnmoibe by his eostanse of & glang soup can
amd a clesver. Bul the undriendly consommé, 4 loxic mis-
take created during the mass-production push of Y2K. B
well matched agairs! Comi-man, a creation boengineensd
by Dr. Cube thai looks bke a greyish wash heap. Kung-Fu
Chicken MNeodle emerges as victor, and the audience
cheers for the popular willsin,

While the crenwd shanes a certain enthusiasm, | never get
the semse tha they are undled by ihe Studio Kalju phe
nomenon, There is Almosd a feeling of competition io see
who Is enjoving the show the most - anid 20 whi |5 mos
coal, Ax the Batieds rage on, I'm imprested with 1be clever
erlerianment, but also with mysell, for discovering Srudio
Kadju. | feel myself getting snobbier by ihe minaie.

The Barted is narcated by Louden MNoximas, Kaiju®s play-
bry-play commentaior who wears a top hat and screams dor
imprompay “commercial™ breaks, This i more perform-
ance an than pro sport, and the panicipants know i,
“We're oo professional wrestlers,” laughs Thom ey
Saracenn. a 28-year-pld Kalju performer. “Seme of us are
mive into Japanimation, some of us are inlo the WWE,
sami of 15 are ingo rock. .. but personally, I'm most |eles-
ested in spectacle.” This is the kind of art-school blah blah
that showald rwrn me off, bur Sarsceno seems geniine. He
doesn’t flawrnit ihe success of Kalju; nor does be dismiss the
Idea thar a mainstream andience can be jast as apprecia-
tive as an underground one,

Watching the final Baitel {Sitver Potato vs. Uchu Cha, a
space bug from the vintage Aarl game Space Imaders), |
wish 1'd caught on 1o Smdko Kaifu yeass ago. And fus Bke
that, 1 blend inio the crowd. | get it This is why the vibe
is g0 intense: We're cramming in this experience before it
i fakss-marketed and sald 1o the sweaty and appreciative
Ceneral Public. Bus lining up for my De Cuhe T-shint afver
thie dherw, [ wonder  Fot the ane betng seld. [

ADD FOUS COMIATATE - LITTERS@IWA0LTERLD ST

a0 Cibe B Bl X Theeea, « Fadore ca. Fal amersd ma filke:
efle a vaimeni un faible pour les japanimations s, affirms
Alllsen Mitchell, une dudiante de 37 ans, La jeune Sydney,
dgte de 11 ars, porte un tshin Pokimon &t relse de me
paer En falt, elle répond « Pt de commentalng s barque je
il demande cp quslle alme de Eallu Cefte préadolescenmts
veut-elle emplcher Studia Kaju dBtre v sur maises ?

On tamite Mécliirage, American Beetle momte dans Farkne
ot b foule devient stdrigue. American Beetle semble sy
dun Crotsemsen politichen # insecte / bonear | wur be 3ibe Wb
da Ealjy {wwadcaliucoml, on ke décrit comme ayant € un
CoUGE 6 O habielis de cogner hpiguement ambnacaim
et un ris manals camchive 1. Avec s shorts dioliés o coue
leurs diss USA par-dessus un oolls imégeal rouge e by, il
lutie contre un oursin géant qul &2 met 3 Gcraser b ville minda-
e Les pugitstes s& déplacent & se projetient Mun Fautne
dans ks chbles sant de se lalssy tomber s Fadversairg.

Eung Fu Chicken Noodle (it son entnbe, presus b
il est dbgubié en boMe de soupe en conerve ghanle
Lartipathique potage [une emeur toalque cndde dumnt |a
frindsie de production ayant piéoddd Fan 2000} irouve
chavsase b ton pled: Gomi-man, nisultat de manipulations
gervitigues de D Cube. Chicken Moodle bisTaise fon adver-
salre, ot e publc acclame son hinos.

Meme 3l la foule partage un centaln enthouslaime, dle
i pas i fuskonner e e phdromens |y & G2 la congur
rence dae Pk qui apprice e phus be spectads, qul et le phos
cocl ¥ Poendant que les combats fomt mge. @ midmeneilie
e Ningénlouid du diwerissement, mals susel de
ma petie personne, pour el dicouert Shudio

Kalju.Je e sens deveni phus snob chague minte.  STUDIO KA IS SO COOL
Le Baitel &5t commentd par Looden Maxleus: THAT IT'S ABOLT TO BECOME
coM dhun haut-de-forme, || burke des pauses scom-  POPULAR, A RUTHLESS ARTISTIC
meerciales » improvisées. I Sagt phis de performance  CyCLE THAT DESTROYS CACHET
ariisiique: que de SpOrL o kes ParcIpants W SNy EAGT AS [T CREATES IT,

ben. « On n'est pas des lutieurs professionnels,
sesclalfe Thommy Seraceno, boé de 28 ans. Parmd
NS, CRrLaind siment phus B spanimation, dauties

Ls WWE. ou encore e rock_ Ml cest surtout le.  BSIENTOT POPULAIRE, STUDIO KAUU

TELLEMENT COOL CUIIL SERA

spactacle qui rinbéresse s Cesl e gene de barstin,  ILLUSTRE CE CYCLE IMPITOYABLE

en at, quil normalemend me rebute. mais Saracens EM ART, QU DETRUIT LORMGINALITE

Sefmble dlncdne; poii hd, uoe foule ordindire peit 4 BMESLIRE QUGN LA CREE.

e un aussl bon public quiun audiioee undemround

Em regerdant le demiber Battie] (Siher Potsto contre
chu Chu, un irsecie de Mespace sont toul deoll du jeu Space
Irvaders e, je regrette de ne pas ol conny Seudia
Kalfju svanrt, EL tout 4 cowp e me fonds dans la foude. Je pige.
Vil pourquol Fetmckphiing o3k sl infende: nous nous erkas
50N COE DACEneY & oefle expifience mar qu'slle solt mike
on marchd # vendue au grend publc Mats, en falsant La file
pour M procurer Un b-ihirt de De Cube, devad les tables ol
Fon offre des. artiches sl agebs b spectacis, jo me derrsrnds
£i ce et pid mod quil wés mise en manché, [
VO COMMENTARES = LETTRESSEnAOUTEMAT MET

ANl Wed in



Hip Check / Soiree Monstre
by Shannon McKinnon
enRoute Magazine, October, 2002

Everyone in Boston’s Mass Art gym is cooler than you. As soon as
you walk in you feel it: the legendary hum of that artistic elite known as the
underground. I'm here to find out about some college students who took a
quirky art-school experiment - all mixed up with a weird love for Japanese
anime and WWE-style wrestling schlock - and started Studio Kaiju. There
are 500 people lined up in the freezing cold. | think I've chanced upon the
next next thing.

Studio Kaiju is a media and performance group that stages Big
Battels, live wrestling matches between people dressed up as
Japanimation-style monsters. [Kaiju means " mysterious beast" in
Japanese.] It’s the brainchild of art teacher Randy Borden, who staged the
first Battel in 1994 at Boston’s Revolving Museum, ground zero for the
New England alternative art scene. Eight years later, it has reached a
delicate and pivotal point: It is so cool that it's about to become popular, a
ruthless artistic cycle that destroys cachet as fast as it creates it.

"A lot of people have tried to uncover the creative formula that
makes Kaiju, but | have yet to see anyone hit it on the head," says David
Borden, Randy’s brother and Kaiju’s designated talking head. He is young
[29], attractive [in a grungy, smug sort of way] and In Charge [also in a
smug sort of way]. At his word, the doors open and the crowds
nonchalantly strolls in. There is no definitive look or age, just a
certain...attitude. It's a capacity crowd of 1,200 - with hundreds turned
away at the door - attracted by word of mouth and the Internet. As they
casually jockey for the best spots around the wrestling ring, it's clear that
despite the nominal fee of 10 bucks, this kind of cool is not something you
can buy.

A band climbs into the ring wearing vintage one-piece wrestling
suits, and the loud rock builds to a rousing finale, an energetic rendition of
"Saturday night’s Alright." Anticipation builds as Kaiju flunkies start filling
the ring with a miniature stompable replica of a Japanese city reminiscent
of Godzilla.



Dedicated Kaiju fans know the clever backstories behind the
Battels. For instance, the federation is lorded over by a Vince McMahon-
style character, Dr. Cube, who despises Japanese businessman Super
Akuma because he stole Cube’s championship belt and attempted to sell it
on eBay.

"You've got to give them points for originality," says the guy in the
coveted bleacher seat beside me, a thirty-something stockbroker in a
Pixies T-shirt holding a "Dr. Cube is Evil X Three" sign. Pretty 32-year-old
college student Allison Mitchell says, "l love this. | brought my daughter;
she has a total Japanimation fetish." Eleven-year-old Sydney wears a
Pokemon T-shirt and refuses to talk to me. She actually says "No
Comment" when | ask her what she likes about Kaiju. Is she protecting
Studio Kaiju from being sold out to the masses? This pre-adolescent?

The lights dim, American Beetle steps into the ring and the crowd
goes nuts. American Beetle is a mutated politician/bug/boxer, described on
the Kaiju website [www.kaiju.com] as having "American style courage and
punching skill....unfortunately also unpleasant disposition." Wearing stars-
and-stripes shorts over a red and blue bodysuit, he wrestles a sea-urchin
type creature that starts crushing the tiny city. The wrestlers move
carefully, throwing each other into the ropes and landing on one another.

Much of their clumsiness is caused by the costumes. Kung-Fu
Chicken Noodle steps up for the next match, rendered almost immobile by
his costume of a giant soup can and a cleaver. But the unfriendly
consommZ , a toxic mistake created during the mass production push of
Y2K, is well matched against Gomi-man, a creation bioengineered by Dr.
Cube that looks like a greyish trash heap. Kung-Fu Chicken Noodle
emerges the victor, and the audience cheers for the popular villain.

While the crown shares a certain enthusiasm, | never get the sense
that they are untied by the Studio Kaiju phenomenon. There is almost a
feeling of competition to see who is enjoying the show the most - and so
who is the most cool. As the Battels rage on, I'm impressed with the clever



entertainment, but also with myself, for discovering Studio Kaiju. | feel
myself getting snobbier by the minute.

The Battel is narrated by Louden Noxious, Kaiju’s play-by-ply
commentator who wears a top hat and screams for impromptu”
commercial" breaks. This is more performance art than pro-sport, and the
participants know it. "We’re not professional wrestlers," laughs Thommy
Saraceno, a 28-year-old Kaiju performer. "Some of us are more into
Japanimation, some of us are more into WWE, and some of us are into
rock...but personally, I'm most interested in the spectacle." This is the kind
of art-school blah blah that should turn me off, but Saraceno seems
genuine. He doesn’t flaunt the success of Kaiju; nor does he dismiss the
ides that a mainstream audience can be just as appreciative as an
underground one.

Watching the final Battel [Silver Potato vs. Uchu Chu, a space bug
from the vintage Atari game Space Invaders], | wish I'd caught onto Studio
Kaiju years ago. And just like that, | blend into the crowd. | get it. This is
why the vibe is so intense: We’re cramming in this experience before it is
mass-marketed and sold to the sweaty and appreciative General Public.
But lining up for my Dr. Cube T-shirt after the show, | wonder if I'm the one
being sold.



